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IN MEMORY OF SHAUN AND MALIK
In 2021, Chicago Votes and the community lost two incredible freedom
fighters, Give A Sh*t Creative Collective member Shaun Harris and a
former program alumni, and current board president Malik Alim. Both
Shaun and Malik are examples of individuals committed to community
and building a better future. They left their mark at Chicago Votes and
will remain an inspiration to many.

SHAUN HARRIS MALIK ALIM

Chicago Votes will continue fighting for the world
they both dedicated their lives to creating. 
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Chicago Votes is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization building a more
inclusive democracy by putting power in the hands of young Chicagoans.
We’re engaging and developing a new generation of leaders by opening
the doors of government and politics to young people from all corners of
the city. We’re changing laws to make Chicago and Illinois a better place
to be young, and in the process, we’re making democracy fun.

We do this work through three main pillars: voter registration, voter
education, and voter activation. These pillars are the primary focus of each of
our programs. We do all this through a leadership development lens with a
keen eye toward equity. These tools guide us toward a more diverse
democracy and a more civically engaged Chicago.

We are working at the intersections of
culture, civics, grassroots organizing, and
advocacy to reimagine young peoples' role
in our democracy.
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Letter from the 
Executive Director
Friends and Supporters,

First and foremost, I’d like to express my genuine gratitude to the volunteers,
board, staff, alumni, and funders of Chicago Votes. Your friendship, support,
and continued commitment to our mission is the reason we have been able
to accomplish so much since our founding in 2012. The last few years have
been difficult for all of us, but we have collectively persevered thanks to our
strong community; I couldn't be more proud or thankful for this Chicago
Votes family.

The civic culture of our city and state have a direct impact on the quality of our
communities. We believe a civic culture driven by young people, in coalition
with like-minded civic leaders from historically oppressed and disenfranchised
communities, is one that will uplift voices, empower people, and influence
policies to makes Chicago and Illinois a more free, safe, equitable, and just
place.

This hard work is worthy of our investment. We have grown to a full time staff
of ten and are excited to reach our 10th anniversary as an organization this
upcoming year. In 10 years we have passed nearly 10 laws, graduated over 200
young people from leadership development programs, registered and turned 
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In Solidarity & Struggle, 

Stevie Valles 
Executive Director 
Chicago Votes

out thousands of young voters, made Cook County Jail the first jail in the
country to be a polling location, instituted civic education courses in prisons
and juvenile detention centers, and established initiatives that engage young
people in schools, the carceral system, the creative space, and in the
community.

When we started as an organization, youth civic engagement was low. Now
young people between 18 and 35 are not only voting at higher rates than any
other generation, they are also passing laws, and creating the space they need
to have their voices heard.

There is much more work to be done: people are still left out of the civic
process, communities are still struggling to survive, and oppression is still very
much alive in our city. As an organization our work must continue so that more
voices are included and more people are empowered to make change.
Through this, we can establish Chicago as an example of how youth-led civic
engagement can improve the civic culture and quality of life in our
communities and beyond.

We hope you enjoy this year’s annual report; it is full of success stories related 
 to engaging young Chicagoans in the civic process, reimagining democracy,
unlocking civics, and the impact of giving a shit.
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Chicago Votes worked to pass Senate Bill
2116, a law that strengthens civic education
and voter access in Illinois Department of
Juvenile Justice (IDJJ) facilities. This bill
expands upon Senate Bill 2541, Civics in
Prison, passed in 2019. Civics in Prison
brought peer-taught civics classes to the
Illinois Department of Corrections. Now, not
only will individuals leaving adult facilities in
the Illinois Department of Corrections be
made aware of their civic rights, youth
leaving the IDJJ will also be taught their
rights and be prepared to engage civically
when they return to their communities.

2021 OVERVIEW

In 2021, Chicago Votes ran an extensive legislative campaign to break down
barriers people impacted by the legal system face when engaging in our
democracy. The campaign consisted of narrative change, direct actions, press
events, and the production and premiere of Chicago Votes’ first documentary,
Silenced. Silenced has been viewed by over 700 people and screened in four
states. It has been instrumental in mobilizing people to support voter rights
restoration to people in prison.

WATCH
SCAN TO

 

SILENCED
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I was incarcerated for
13 years and now I
am in meetings with
lawmakers,
organizing a letter
writing campaign in
Illinois prisons, and
hosting spaces for
young people to
advocate for voting in
prisons.

King Moosa
Civis Leader Manager

Chicago Votes also ran our inaugural Civic Leaders Program. We
employed formerly incarcerated people to lead our Unlock Civics program
because those who have been through our legal system and experienced
incarceration are experts in ways to dismantle it. With their expertise, we
were able to implement Civics in Prison in facilities
throughout the state, grow our Court Watching
program, and build authentic messaging and
intentional strategies in our legislative campaigns.

Chicago Votes grew our Give A Sh*t program and
transformed our oldest initiative, Parade to the
Polls®, to something bigger and better–
Reimagining Democracy!
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Silenced: An Unlock Civics Documentary
is a story of how democracy in the
United States silences millions of people
who have been or who are currently
disenfranchised through incarceration.
When people in prison cannot vote,
influence policy, or hold elected officials
accountable, things like inhumane
prison conditions, problematic judges,
and “tough-on-crime” policies persist
more easily.

2021 was a year full of momentum
building and mobilization for our Unlock
Civics program! We created our first
Chicago Votes’ documentary, Silenced,
ran our inaugural Civic Leaders program,
hosted our first Civics in Prison
implementation training in the IDJJ, and
grew our Court Watching program.

UNLOCK CIVICS
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One of the largest
goals of Court
Watching is to
educate young
people on the
system so they have
the tools and
knowledge needed
to dismantle it.

Jen Dean
Co Deputy Director

This project is the work of young Chicago
organizers, creatives, academics, and most
importantly, those directly impacted by our
harmful systems of incarceration and
exclusion. Silenced premiered virtually in May
2021 and at a large in-person Give A Sh*t
Happy Hour with lawmakers, organizers,
young people, and directly impacted
individuals in July 2021. In addition, The
Sentencing Project has screened it across the
country!

At Chicago Votes, we strongly believe the people most
impacted should be leading the work––and our
Unlock Civics program is no exception. For that reason,
Chicago Votes ran our inaugural Civic Leadership
program designed for people who have been
incarcerated. Participants developed skills in
organizing people outside of prison and supporting
organizers within. 

Through the program, our civic leaders hosted a letter
writing campaign in Illinois prisons, held momentum-
building events for our legislative campaign, expanded
our Court Watching program to law schools, set up
felony voter rights stations throughout the city, and
implemented the Civics in Prison curriculum in prisons
and juvenile facilities. 
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Civic Leader Manager

Javier Reyes

Jail & Prison

Programs Leader King Moosa

Aziz HsounaCourt Watching Leader

Unlock Civics was featured in 38 news articles. Most notably the national
outlet Blavity published an op-ed written by our policy team that takes a
deep dive into the history of felony disenfranchisement in Illinois and our
pathways to end it.

Due to the work of our civic leaders, we have facilitated our first in-person
Civics in Prison curriculum training in Illinois Youth Center - Warrenville. We
hope this is the first of many! In addition to this, the Illinois Department of
Corrections has reported the successful implementation of Civics in Prison in
seven facilities throughout the state.

And finally, through our Court Watching program, volunteers observe court
proceedings and judges in the Cook County Criminal Court system and
complete a Judicial Accountability evaluation form. In 2021, we recruited 180
new volunteers into this program and have completed 345 Court Watching
shifts. 
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Bryant Harvey

Policy Leader

https://blavity.com/the-illinois-legislature-is-standing-in-the-way-of-restoring-voting-rights-to-30000-disenfranchised-imprisoned-people?category1=opinion&category2=politics


This year, Chicago Votes continued our tradition of training and developing
young leaders through a host of internships and the launch of our Civic Leaders
program. In total, we had four interns and three civic leaders graduate from our
leadership development programs with sharpened skills and unique experiences
to advance their organizing.

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

Not only did our interns learn the fundamentals of organizing and community
mobilization, they grew and improved our programming. Our two
communications interns ventured into the world of TikTok, digital zines, and other
innovative ways to engage young people in our work. Our two judicial
accountability interns recruited volunteers for Court Watching, analyzed data, and
generated recommendations to collect the best possible data. Working alongside
our phenomenal interns were our irreplaceable civics leaders. 

It’s safe to say we learned just as much, if not more, from our young leaders as
they learned through their programs!

2021 INTERNS

Chloe Thompson
Judicial Accountability Intern

Robert Gorman Belinda Andrade
Communications Intern

Deedee Delvalle
Communications InternJudicial Accountability Intern
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GIVE A SH*T CHICAGO

The first Happy Hour of 2021 saw Chicago Votes
produce its first ever documentary. The documentary
uplifted felony voting disenfranchisement and
featured impacted community members as well as
creatives, law professionals, and legislators that all
supported felony voting rights. The documentary was
then shown virtually to our base and the broader
community for more support in these efforts. In the
summer Chicago Votes hosted a pop-up at The New
Look that gave creatives an opportunity to sell their
clothing and art pieces.

Give A Sh*t Chicago challenges the status quo of what it means to engage with
politics. We engage creatives and foster spaces where young people can come
and have authentic conversations about important issues. Our artist collective
increased to 55 young artist from all corners of Chicago! Our programs
included in-person Give A Sh*t Happy Hours, Give A Sh*t Gives Back, the
growth of our online store “The G.A.S. Station,” and the newest of all: Sh*t Talk
Table Talks!

Give A Sh*t Happy Hours safely returned to their original, in-person format in
2021. Creating space for young people to engage in authentic conversations
about topics on their minds, we hosted three Give A Sh*t Happy Hours,
uplifting street style, young Chicago designers, and felony disenfranchisement.
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We also grew Give A Sh*t Chicago with the
addition of Give A Sh*t Gives Back. This program
supports young creatives in their mutual aid
efforts throughout the city, in providing financial
and volunteer support to their initiatives. We
assisted Project HardKnocks, Southside Cleanup,
SuperGang, and The Cleanup Coalition in their
work supporting young Black and Brown
Chicagoans. By joining with these initiatives, our
volunteers picked up litter, participated in Betty 

Twelve creatives sold their work, 6 performed, and 5 artists captured photos
and videos to be shared with our growing digital base! Chicago Votes also
partnered with a creative designer to design merchandise and debuted our
first summer clothing line centered around civil rights movements
throughout history. In the fall Chicago Votes had the opportunity to show the
documentary in person at the Chicago Athletic Association where it was used
as a means to gain further support from community members and
legislators alike to pass Voting In Prison the following legislative session. 
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Academy’s field day with events that focused on meditation and conflict
resolution, provided hot meals to those who are experiencing homelessness
over the holiday season, and hosted a toy drive for children across the south
and west side of Chicago. We are so proud to join with these young
Chicagoans making a difference in their city.



What quickly became everyone’s favorite Thursday night tradition
throughout the pandemic, Sh*t Talks, has evolved into Sh*t Talk Table Talks!
These prerecorded table talks feature a number of guests discussing the
same topic. Topics included mental health, gentrification, cannabis, and
more. They are released on YouTube, Spotify, Apple Podcast, and our website.

Lastly, Chicago Votes’ online store, the G.A.S. Station, is new and improved!
With a brand-new website, bustling Instagram account, and jaw-dropping
merch, the G.A.S. Station is a go-to spot for fashion with a dash of civics.
Invaluable to the G.A.S. Station’s growth was our partnership with local
designer and founder of prgrssn, Oluwaseyi Adeleke. Oluwaseyi designed the
Summer Line, featuring colorful and fun clothing for young organizers.

VIEW OR
SCAN TO

LISTEN
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SH   P
SCAN TO
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Being a designer who has
experience creating clothes
around powerful messages and
intentional storytelling through
my brand prgrssn, I was excited
to take that mindset and apply
it to the amazing work Chicago
Votes already does. What we
ended up creating were clothes
that highlighted the Black
women who played pivotal
roles in the advancement of
voting rights in America. The
overall experience was great
and I would do it again.

-Oluwaseyi Adeleke
G.A.S. Station designer



REIMAGINING DEMOCRACY

Without elections in 2021, much of our Reimagining Democracy work is
incubating until the new year. That’s with the exception of our legislative
tracking curriculum! The legislative tracking activities bring students into the
legislative process by teaching how a bill moves through the legislature and
how constituents can influence the process. We had a successful pilot with
Back of the Yards College Prep, Walt Disney Magnet School, and 

Chicago Votes’ oldest initiative Parade
to the Polls® has evolved into
something much larger–Reimagining
Democracy! The Reimagining
Democracy initiative encompasses
Parade to the Polls®, our elections
and legislative tracking curricula used
in Chicago Public Schools, Election
Judge Recruitment, GOTV
campaigns, and the Voter Guide
program. That’s a lot! To sum up, the
Reimagining Democracy initiative
engages young Chicagoans to disrupt
the status quo of politics.
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SCAN TO

THE CURRICULUM 

VIEW

Powell Elementary School. Students discussed issues that impact their
communities, identified bills that were moving through the legislature,
created a campaign plan to influence that bill, and implemented that plan.
Students reached out to lawmakers, created TikToks and art pieces,
participated in rallies, and more! We are excited to see this program grow
in 2022.



2021 felt like a yearlong legislative session for our policy team! In January 2021,
we organized around our Unlock Civics Policy Platform and started meeting
with lawmakers, mobilizing constituents, and carrying out a multifaceted
public education campaign.

2021 POLICY PLATFORM

Our entire policy team became
registered lobbyists, allowing them to
travel to Springfield, Illinois, and grow
the support for our Unlock Civics Policy
Platform. We were able to organize
subject matter hearings for both Senate
Bill 828 (Voting in Prison) and Senate
Bill 649 (Ending Prison Slave Labor) and
obtain close to 1,000 witness slips. We
also received the support of Grammy
Award winner John Legend and
Speaker of the Illinois House Chris
Welch for Voting in Prison, pushing the
bill further than it has ever been!

In the final days of the legislative veto
session, Voting in Prison was called to
the House floor for a vote.  After 
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SCAN TO

THE PETITION 
S  GN 

Chicago Votes has a history of legislative wins, and while Voting in
Prison is still in the works, we were able to pass Senate Bill 2116,
strengthening civics education and voter access in Illinois
Department of Juvenile Justice (IDJJ) facilities. 
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receiving 57 of the needed 60 “yes” votes, the bill was postponed until
January 2022. So what’s next? We will continue organizing around Voting
in Prison in 2022!

All this would not have been possible without grassroot support. In 2021, we
had over 87 organizations support our Unlock Civics Policy Platform! In
coalition with these organizations, we have hosted town halls, press
conferences, legislative meetings, and direct actions!



In 2022, Chicago Votes will turn 10 years old, and our birthday is the same day as
the 2022 Illinois Primary Elections. It should come as no surprise that we plan
on throwing an election night watch/birthday party for the ages. Since fun is
part of our mission, it is only natural that partying is too.

In addition to turning 10, having a party, and hanging out with the Chicago
Votes family, we will also do a lot of work in 2022! We’ll continue our efforts to
Unlock Civics through regular voter registration drives inside the Cook County
Jail and continuing to improve and grow the civic classes being taught in
prisons and juvenile detention centers across the state. During the 2022
legislative session, we will be working to pass Voting in Prison legislation to
ensure that people who are incarcerated have their right to vote restored.

We will continue our Court Watching program so that young people know who
the judges on their 2022 ballot are. We will host Parade to the Polls® events in
high schools, colleges, and communities to get young people to the polls,
recruit young people to serve as election judges, distribute millions of voter
guides, register young voters, and ensure the youth vote makes up most of the
local electorate for the third time in the past four Chicago elections. 

WHAT'S NEXT? 2022 & BEYOND
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Ultimately in our 10th year, we will keep doing what we have always
done: open the doors of government to young Chicagoans through
leadership development, voter engagement, and advocacy—all while
having fun.



US ON   

SCAN TO 
FOLLOW

INSTAGRAM
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2021 DONORS
PEOPLE POWERED DEMOCRACY

$100,000 +
Robert R. McCormick Foundation
Alliance for Youth Organizing
The Joyce Foundation
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
 
$50,000 - $99,000
New Venture Fund - Center for Secure and Modern Elections
Nike Foundation
The Voqal Fund Chicago 

$25,000 - $49,999
Tao Capital
Asian Americans Advancing Justice Chicago
Ben & Jerry's Foundation
Abby Pucker

$10,000- $24,999
The Hull Family Foundation
Metropolitan Planning Council - Economic Security Illinois

$5,000- $9,999
Jeffrey and Susan Rashid Charitable Fund
Alliance for Youth Action

$1,000 - $4,999
Federick Hentry Prince Testamentary Trust
Jonathn Paik
Michelle S. Gunderson
Amanda Ruch
Ryan Blitstein
Kate Maitland
Debra Sandler
Kymberly Byrd
Annice Fisher
Catherin Lerza
Alexandria Boutros
McMaster-Carr Supply Company
Suja Shunmugavelu
Clara Raubertas
Interpublic Group
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In 2021, Chicago Votes launched our very own membership program, the
Clique. This program was created to more intentionally engage and thank our
growing network of sustainable donors, volunteers and program alumni! We
would like to thank all the Clique members below for their continued support
of our team and our mission. We need each other to fuel the movement and
to create a better democracy in Chicago and beyond! 



Rebecca Petzel
Tyler Holland
Gabriel Levine
Anonymous
Alex Soble
Derek E Bagley
Julie P. Shelton
Dr. Christina Rivers

$500- $999
Cody Fayolle
The Chicago Lawyers Committee for 
Civil Rights Chicago
Sarah Stadler
Priscilla Monsivais
Kjirsten Nyquist-Schultz
Stevie Valles
Fransicso Sanchez
Kiah Sandler
Erin Connelly
Nick Sorrentino
Dakota Hall
Anne Olson
Leah Daniels
Harish Patel
Alysia Tate
Kristen Hayford
Ruelyn Garrett
Brittany Corrigan
Kareem Kenyatta
Laurel Kulow
Julia Harrison
Rebecca Williams
Network For Good
Karen E. Golder
Monique Nelson-Nwachuku
Dara Sanderson
The Benevity Community Impact Fund

$250- $499
Dawn Boudwin
Chanel Easter
Samual Davis

Margaret Hagerman
Makkah Ali
Andrea Marcoccio
Krista Smith
Nash Boutros
Ashley Elders
Thomas Furstenburg-Carroll
Deborah Harrington
William Karas
Katrina Phidd
Jennifer Soble
Aleta Sprague
Kareem Teleford
Ryan Visser
Emily Basten
Gary Decker
Andrew Lee
Shannon Prevatt
Juana Ballesteros
Sarah Lincoln
Rashad Burden
Marci Larouech
Shana Roark
Marcus Winkfield
Joan Shelton
Sara Belcarz
Mitzi Short
Caitlin Neal
Michelle Lazarde Pastrana
Deb Blodgett
Tony & Cyd Otto
Michael Ziri
Metavante Coproration

$100 - $249 
Angalia Bianca
Joshua Blair
Stephen Brown
Derek Faria
Adam Lee
Carmon Maso
Kady McFadden
Rick Paige

Eleanor Rivera
Jenniver Walling
Kelly Hickman
Iszy Licht
William Bike
Brian Moore
Allison Carvalho
Dave McGovern
Emily Melbye
Adriana Walker
Brian Gladstein
Nicole Hensel
Mary Miro
The Woods Fund Chicago
Carter Harms
Erin McGinnis
Leslie Phidd
Suzanne Shelton
Chelsea Diaz
Stephanie Agnew
Justine Sarver
Amy Carlton
Peter Draper
Rhonda Tullis
Iris Petru
Erin Hannigan
Janna Kaplan
Saul Ettlin
Sara Forbes
Valerie Sherman
Sayer LaGalle
Daniela Mrabti
Bernie Williams
Melanny Buitron
Brooking Gatewood
Erica Krause

<$100
Jabari Johnson
Micah Angel
Destiney Bryant
Evanthis Mavronas
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Cache Petters-Matthews
Nathaniel Eagleson
Ebony Ellis
Jayme Massion
Sydney Turner
Kate Daniels
April Narcisse
Charlie Nutley
Sushmitha Ram
Lisette Santana
Jada Shores
Pera Torres
Jordan Esparza-Kelley
Adriana Rodriguez
Paul Rothschild
Alexa Green
LuAnn Kowar
Hunter Tyson
ActBlue Civics
Ann Panopio
Marene Babula
Wendy Clinard
Bill Cooey
Hannah Gelder
Paul Jones
Allyson Nolde
Javier Prado
Peter Schroedl
Dashaun Harris
Suzanne Maso
Julia Dirrick
Karla Estela Rivera
Danielle Shumacher
Gaby Bosquez
Joanna Preston
Carmel Pryor
Alvin Anthony
Latinya Brown
Jessica Edmond
Zach Koutskey
Charles Kyle
Rebecca Pelham
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SCAN TO 
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FOLLOW

TWITTER  

SCAN TO 

US ON
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...The work you seek to do is
becoming monumentally
important! I'm all in. In any way. 

PO Box 377820
Chicago, IL 60637
chicagovotes.com

- Kevyn Mader, Chicago Votes Volunteer


