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Happy June! Legislative session 
has officially ended, it’s Pride 
month, and we have tons of 
ways for you to tune into our 
work throughout the next few 
weeks. 
 
But, before we hop into all of 
that, we would like to highlight 
the amazing work our civic 
leaders have been doing. Bryant Harvey and King 
Moosa brilliantly planned and hosted “Operation VIP: 
Solidifying Voices Behind Bars,” a virtual action event. 
With over 60 attendees, we sent over 100 tweets to 
lawmakers, made dozens of phone calls, and even 
heard from the Grammy-award winning singer John 
Legend!
 
Aziz Hsouna and Javier Reyes have been doing 
outstanding work for our Unlock Civics program as well! 
Aziz recently led our 5th Court Watching training of the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
2021 Public Training Series
Storytelling in Practice

 

June 4th, 3-4:30pm

Pablo Mendoza, from Parole Illinois, will teach 
participants about the storytelling process and 
the ways storytelling is used to uplift Senate 
Bill 2333, Earned Discretionary Reentry.

RSVP here!

The Landscape of Criminal Justice 
Legislation in Illinois

 

June 18th, 3-4:30pm

The sheer amount of legislation aimed at 
addressing the criminal justice system can be 
overwhelming, let alone understanding the 
nuances of each bill and its advocates and 
opposition. To make the task a little easier, 
Illinois State Senator Robert Peters will be 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEqdOGgqjwvGND00REXYKsQyhPM0c74B4cw


year and has been busy working with data scientists 
from Chicago Appleseed and the Human Rights Data 
Analysis Group to analyze the data collected by 
volunteers. Javier did his first-ever interview with 
Injustice Watch and has been planning voter registration 
pop-ups throughout the city.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Updates on All Things Unlock Civics!
Changin’ Laws
 
Passing the Senate 53-0 and the House 110-0, Senate 
Bill 2116 is now awaiting the governor’s signature to 
become Illinois law. Senate Bill 2116 amends the 
Reentering Citizens Civic Education Act, a law passed in 
2019 that provides reentering citizens with a non-
partisan civics peer education program within a year of 
their scheduled release from IDOC and IDJJ facilities. 
This  bill was written by incarcerated community 
members at Stateville Correctional Center who worked 
with Dr. Christina Rivers, the Chicago Lawyers’ 
Committee, and Chicago Votes staff! 
 
Additionally, in the final days of the regular legislative 
session we had two committee hearings on Senate Bill 
828, Voting in Prison, moving it closer to the finish line. 
We are planning a summer of activations to maintain the 
momentum around Voting in Prison and will potentially 
push the bill during the veto session in November!
 
 
 
 
 
Watch Silenced: An Unlock Civics 
Documentary on YouTube
 
Silenced: An Unlock Civics Documentary is a story of 
the democracy that exists in the United States, silencing 
millions of people who have been or are currently 
disenfranchised through incarceration. You can watch 
the full documentary here!
 

explaining some of the politics surrounding 
criminal justice legislation.

RSVP here!

Financial Freedom with Economic 
Security for Illinois

 

July 16th, 3-4:30pm

Led by Jenna Severson, the Communications 
& Digital Manager for Economic Security for 
Illinois, this training will focus on the reasons 
policymakers should stop “solving poverty” & 
start giving people money. Based in the 
understanding that “financial literacy” being a 
relic of a racist financial system, this training 
will be framed by the idea of financial freedom.

RSVP here!

 
 
 
 
 
 
Community Board: Resources, 
News, and Opportunities Around the 
City 
 

Free Mental Health Services
 

The Living Room at Fullerton: Trained peer 
recovery support specialists available to help 
Monday-Friday, 1-9 p.m., in English and 
Spanish. Services are free of charge. 
More info here: 
https://www.hascares.org/program/the-living-
room-fullerton/
 
Community Support Team: Offers support 
from a multidisciplinary team, including a peer 
support specialist and clinicians with expertise 
in substance use, medication management, 
mental health recovery, housing, and 
employment support. Services are completely 
free and individualized to the needs and 
abilities of every participant. 

https://www.injusticewatch.org/news/juvenile-justice/2021/illinois-bill-would-expand-civics-and-voter-education-to-incarcerated-youths-in-state-custody/
https://youtu.be/rlJcsG23bwg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JlGop_sr0F8
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEqdOGgqjwvGND00REXYKsQyhPM0c74B4cw
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEqdOGgqjwvGND00REXYKsQyhPM0c74B4cw
https://www.hascares.org/program/the-living-room-fullerton/


If you are a teacher, professor, student, organizer, 
business owner, artists (the list goes on) who wants to 
screen the film for your community and have a Chicago 
Votes representative lead your crew in discussion, fill out 
this form.
 
 
 
 

The Clique––All the cool kids are doing it!

Fueling the movement is not one-size-fits-all. It can look 
like financial contributions, volunteering time and talents, 
having important conversations with your community, 
and so much more. The Clique is Chicago Votes’ new 
membership program, created to better engage and 
thank our members–our amazing volunteers, those who 
participate in our programming, sustainable givers, and 
alumni. 

Members of The Clique have access to exclusive 
concerts, member-only virtual and in-person events and 
trainings, and more than a few surprises! Oh yeah, you 
also get access to free merchandise from the G.A.S. 
Station. Become a Clique member today by becoming a 
sustainable giver!

 
 
 
 
Give A Sh*t News
Pitch an article to Sh*t Talkin’ Central!
 
Sh*t Talkin' Central is a content hub for Chicago Votes’ 
blog posts, video content, trainings, newsletters, and 
more. It is a space for young people who are passionate 
about organizing to get updates and share their 

More info here: 
https://www.hascares.org/program/community-
support-team-cst/
 
Recovery Support Services: Madden 
Facility: The recovery support system helps 
individuals to identify and build support 
relationships that provide a strong foundation 
of recovery and healing. Individuals learn to 
move from sole reliance or temporary 
supportive relationships with health care 
professionals to permanent natural supportive 
relationships in the community. 

More info here: 
https://www.hascares.org/program/recovery-
support-services-madden/

 
Have resources and opportunities you want 
included in next month’s newsletter? 
Complete this form!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editor: Katrina Phidd

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdzHrPfEhzu-tKjXs9xgJYa41hShfLhznX1TNonkT8PiOHB9g/viewform
https://act.myngp.com/Forms/-3073417183541000448
https://chicagovotes.com/sht-talkin-central/
https://www.hascares.org/program/community-support-team-cst/
https://www.hascares.org/program/recovery-support-services-madden/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ZxmFYUPjafuwauMfQFVO99dWbQ3NGBuM2aGAtvKhm0E/edit


perspectives. Have a story to tell or a perspective to 
share?! Pitch it to us for our blog. All accepted pitches 
will be shared on Sh*t Talkin’ Central and writers will be 
compensated for their work!
 

 

Volunteer Opportunities
Court Watching
 
This past Friday, May 28th, 2021 Chicago Votes hosted 
the 5th court watching training of the year in partnership 
with Chicago Appleseed. These trainings take place the 
last week of every month.
 
Do you want to learn more about the Cook County court 
system and how you can use that knowledge to hold 
sitting judges throughout the county accountable for 
their actions? Sign up here! 

 
Fuel the Movement Mondays
 
The 2nd and 4th Monday of each month from 6-8 PM, 
we are hosting Fuel the Movement Mondays, a space to 
increase our grassroots fundraising and tell people 
about all the things we are doing at Chicago Votes. The 
next one will be June 7th from 6-8pm CT! RSVP for the 
Zoom link here!
 

 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdLt0te0AsyfhwMdivczKDnOJ-gbQvlDknoLsYomLdzflfFRw/viewform
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMpdeihrD0pE9NVjXLLqYLwfXvJewz95JDU


 
 
Monthly Recommendations

On May 19th, Bella BAHHS interviewed the Mayor 
Lori Lightfoot, marking two years since she took 
office. BAHHS states, “Having a mayor who isn’t 
afraid to have a pro-Black journalist day is nice, but 
having one who implements pro-Black policies that 
we could benefit from every day would be better.” 
Read her full piece in The TRiiBE. 

 

Senate Bill 2116 passed both the House and the 
Senate, amending the 2019 Reentering Civics 
Education Act to require peer-taught civics classes 
in the Illinois Department of Juvenile Justice. 
Check out Kelly Garcia’s coverage of the bill in 
Injustice Watch. 
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https://thetriibe.com/2021/05/the-revolutionary-column-an-abolitionists-midterm-conversation-with-mayor-lori-lightfoot/
https://www.injusticewatch.org/news/juvenile-justice/2021/illinois-bill-would-expand-civics-and-voter-education-to-incarcerated-youths-in-state-custody/
https://www2.myngp.com/EmailMessage/Facebook.com/chicagovotes
https://www2.myngp.com/EmailMessage/instagram.com/chicagovotes
https://www2.myngp.com/EmailMessage/twitter.com/chicagovotes
https://www2.myngp.com/EmailMessage/chicagovotes.com/donate

