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August was like 
much of this 
year as a 
whole–an 
absolute 
rollercoaster of 
events and 
emotions. We have had some highs, like 
reaching out and connecting with young voters 
in Chicago and launching our online store, The 
GAS Station. We have also continued to fight 
against anti-Blackness and attacks on the 
USPS, while continuing to address police 
violence in our communities. Even with the mix 
of things happening this summer and this year, 
we are keeping up our momentum to build a 
more inclusive democracy. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Make a Stop at The GAS 
Station!
Your Go-To Spot for All 
Things Chicago Votes 
Merch.
 

We have officially launched 
our online store–The GAS 
Station! Here, you can 
support our programs by 
purchasing Chicago Votes 
merch. From our classic 
items like the Vote Assholes 
Out T-shirt to our new items 
like the Chicago Votes Tote, 
Snapback Cap, Jersey, and 
Joggers, our merch will 
have you representing 
Chicago with a dash of 
democracy. 
 

Our amazing items would 
not be nearly as great 
without the Chicago Votes 
logo designed by Brandon 
Breaux and our Give A Sh*t 



 
What’s the Word? Program Updates
Court Watching Has Begun!
 
Our DemocracyCorps fellows have helped us 
to launch our first ever Court Watching 
program! Through this program, volunteers 
virtually observe Cook County court 
proceedings and collect data on bias in the 
courtroom. In the first week alone, we had 
volunteers commit to 49 court watching shifts! 
 
If you missed the Court Watching Training, but 
would still like to participate in the program, fill 
out this form. We will be hosting another 
training soon!
 
 

 
 
 

We’ve Got Another DemocracyCorps Public 
Training for You!
 
This past month, we continued our 
DemocracyCorps Public Training Series with 
Campaigns 101: Issue Campaigns vs. 
Candidate Campaigns, featuring Illinois State 

logo thought up by the late 
Dante Valenzuela and 
created by Phero. Thank 
you to all the creatives who 
keep us looking fresh!
 

 

 

 
 
 
 



Senator Celina Villanueva. This training 
provided participants with a breakdown of the 
importance of both types of campaigns, as well 
as the different strategies and tactics used. 
Watch a recording of the training here! 
 
Our next training, Case Studies: The Civil 
Rights Movement, will be September 11th, 
from 3-4:30pm. Led by Dr. Valerie Johnson, 
professor of political science and critical ethnic 
studies at DePaul University, this training will 
take participants through an in-depth look at 
the Civil Rights Movement from an organizing 
lens. In order to attend the training via Zoom, 
you must register in advance using this link.
 

 
 
#UnlockCivics Legislative Updates
 
As elections approach, it becomes increasingly 
clear who is included in our democracy and 
who is left out. Our Unlock Civics platform 
works at the intersection of civics and the 

 
Upcoming Events!
 

What are your Thursday 
night plans? You know 
where we’ll be–talking sh*t 
on our Instagram Live Sh*t 
Talks. Every Thursday we 
talk to amazing local 
organizers, creatives, and 
elected officials at 8:30pm 
CST on a range of topics 
from poetry and activism, to 
the role of the State’s 
Attorney.
 

This Thursday, September 
3rd, we’ll be talking to 
Amber Wilson with 
economic security Illinois. 
We will be discussing the 
Earned Income Tax Credit 
and how it impacts young 
people of color who lack 
financial resources. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Volunteer Opportunities!
 

Wanna help inform voters 
about the upcoming 
election and meet awesome 
organizers while you’re at 
it? Join us for one (or 
more!!!) of our Tuesday and 
Thursday phone banks from 
5-8pm CST.  
Register for the Zoom link 
here!
 



American legal system to ensure our 
democracy is inclusive. This platform includes 
five pieces of legislation: Jury Qualifications, 
Judicial Quality Act, Voting in Prison, Earned 
Discretionary Release, and the End Prison 
Slave Labor Act. Sign our petition to support 
our #UnlockCivics legislation, building a more 
inclusive democracy, and sign your 
organization on in support of the platform! 
 
Sample Tweet to Share the Petition:
 
People in Illinois prisons cannot vote. 55% of 
people in Illinois prisons are Black; 43% are 
under the age of 35. Disenfranchising people in 
prison is disenfranchising our young, Black 
communities. Sign the petition to support 
#HB4377, Voting in Prison. 
https://sign.moveon.org/petitions/chicago-
votes-unlock-civics
 
 

 

Chicago Votes Staff Spotlight...
Meet Jen, Our Co Deputy Director!

 

 
 
 
 
 

Monthly 
Recommendations:
 

While the Presidential 
Election gets much of the 
attention, Cook County 
voters will also be voting in 
the Judicial Elections this 
fall, among a number of 
other elections. But, 
knowing what a judicial 
election is and who you are 
voting for can be a 
challenge. Check out 
Injustice Watch’s piece, 
“What’s a judicial 
retention election, 
anyway?” to demystify 
voting for judges! 
 
 
 
 
 

Serve as an Election 
Judge!
 

The application to serve as 
an election judge on 
November 3, 2020 is now 
up on the Chicago Board of 
Elections website! On 
Election Day, from 5am to 
7pm election judges are 
paid to set up, manage, and 
close their assigned polling 



Jen is a political 
strategist, 
sociologist, 
youth mentor, 
and community 
organizer. She 
is the badass 
who co-drafted 
Senate Bill 
2090, turning 
Cook County 
Jail into the first 
jail in the 
country that is 
an official polling location. And, her organizing 
experience definitely does not begin or end 
with that. She has worked with several 
organizations on the legalization of cannabis, 
reducing stop and frisk (The STOP Act), 
#ByeAnita, Say Her Name, Black Lives Matter, 
and the Fight for 15. Most recently, she has 
helped to launch Chicago Votes’ new Court 
Watching program!
 
We are so lucky to have her writing legislation 
and passing laws, because, in the words of Jen 
herself, “Amerikkka sucks and we need to do 
better. The time is up for remaining silent."
 
 

Mascots of Chicago Votes
 
While our work is people-powered, our pets 
(and plants) keep us going. Many of you have 
been introduced to Queen Marley, but we have 
so many other adorable pets we want you to 
meet. Meet the many mascots of Chicago 
Votes!
 

location. Make $230 and 
allow voters access to in-
person voting! Apply here!

 

 
 
 
 
 

Lookin’ Back At It: 
Highlights from August 
 

On August 25th, Executive 
Director Stevie Valles joined 
community members for a 
rally to 
#SaveThePostOffice. 
Among the many important 
things said, Stevie voiced, 
“Here in Chicago, 75-80% 
of the 5,000 letter carriers 
are Black. That is roughly 
4,250 people whose jobs 
are at stake…So to be 
clear, any attack on the post 
office, in addition to being 
an attack on democracy, is 
an attack on Black people, 
rooted in a longstanding 
history of anti-Blackness.” 
Catch the rest of Stevie’s 
statement on our Instagram 
@chicagovotes.

 



 
And for those of us whose plants are our pets...
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