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It’s October and 
time is flying by! 
Voting has 
officially begun 
in Chicago, we 
are back 
registering 
voters inside 
Cook County Jail, and our DemocracyCorps 
fellows continue to do an amazing job reaching 
out and connecting to young voters throughout 
the city! 
 
Are you looking for more ways to engage with 
our work and build a better democracy? We 
have TONS of things to tune into throughout 
the month of October!
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Make a Stop at The 
G.A.S. Station!
Your Go-To Spot for All 
Things Chicago Votes 
Merch.
 

It’s cozy season and 
election season?! We’ve got 
the perfect sweatshirt for 
both. Shop The G.A.S. 
Station for the cutest 
Election Day outfit! 

 



 
Elections News and To-Dos!
The Chicago Board of Elections started 
sending out Vote By Mail ballots on September 
24th and a secure ballot drop box is located at 
69 W. Washington Street. Do you need to 
apply to Vote By Mail or check the status of 
your application or ballot mailing? Click here. 
 

Early Voting Begins Wednesday October 
14th and continues through Election Day 
on Tuesday, November 3rd.
Online Voter Registration Deadline is 
Sunday, October 18th at 11:59 PM.
Absentee Ballot Request Forms are 
due on Thursday, October 29th at 5:00 
PM.
Absentee Ballots Return Deadline is 
Tuesday, November 3rd. Your ballot must 
be postmarked and placed in the mail ON 
OR BEFORE Election Day!

 
 
What’s the Word? Program Updates
Court Watching Continues
 
Our Court Watching program is a means of 
judicial accountability. We are observing court 
proceedings and judges in Cook County in 
order to collect data on bias in the courtroom. 
So far, we have completed over 100 court 
watching shifts and we are only just getting 
started! Want to volunteer to observe court 
proceedings? Fill out this form and we will 
reach out to you
 

 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events!
It’s Time to Talk About 
Voting
 

It's that time, Chicago––
time to talk about voting! 
Join us and the Chicago 
Red Stars for a webinar all 
about voter registration, 
casting a ballot, and ballot 
education on Wednesday, 
October 7th at 7:30pm. 
RSVP here!
 

 
 

Thursday Night Sh*t Talks
 

Our Thursday night Sh*t 
Talks have featured 
painters, photographers, 
elected officials, and all-
around dope people. Now, 
for the month of October, 



 
 
 

DemocracyCorps Public Trainings
 
We have officially wrapped up our 
DemocracyCorps Public Training Series and 
have heard from amazing people on a range of 
topics, from the Civil Right Movement to the 
impact of incarceration on trans and queer 
communities. 
 
Did you miss a training or want to re-watch 
them? We’ve got you covered. Check out the 
recordings from all of our September trainings!
 
Case Studies: The Civil Rights Movement: 
Led by Dr. Valerie Johnson, professor of 
political science and critical ethnic studies at 
DePaul University, this training takes 
participants through an in-depth look at the 
Civil Rights Movement from an organizing 
lens. 
 
Case Studies: Voting in Prison: Facilitated by 
Chicago Votes' Alex Boutros and Katrina 
Phidd, and featuring Renaldo Hudson of 
Stateville Speaks, Illinois Prison Project, and 
Building Blocks, this training covers felony 

we will be highlighting the 
ballot and talking to experts 
on judicial elections, the 
Metropolitan Water 
Reclamation District, and 
other races you can expect 
to see on your ballot! 
 

Tune in every Thursday at 
8:30pm CST on our 
Instagram @chicagovotes
 

 
 
 
 
 
Volunteer 
Opportunities!
Tuesday and Thursday 
Phone Banks
 

Election Day is approaching 
quickly and early voting has 
already begun!  Join our 
Tuesday and Thursday 
phone banks from 5-8pm 



disenfranchisement across the U.S., the path 
to restoring voting rights to people in Illinois 
prisons, and more. 
 
Case Studies: The LGBTQIA+ Movement: 
Facilitated by James Deere from Students 
Against Incarceration, this training provides 
background on the LGBTQIA+ Movement and 
the impact of incarceration on trans and queer 
communities. 
 
 
 
#UnlockCivics Legislative Updates
 
We are preparing to push our #UnlockCivics 
Legislative Platform in 2021, but until then, we 
are spreading awareness on our five bills! You 
can help us out by  signing your organization 
on in support of the platform, signing our 
#UnlockCivics petition, and sharing the 
petition on your social media! 
 
Sample Tweet to Share the Petition:
80% of women in Illinois prisons are mothers. 
The families of those in prison are impacted by 
decisions made by elected officials. People in 
prison should be able to influence the electoral 
process. Sign the petition to support #HB4377, 
Voting in Prison. 
https://sign.moveon.org/petitions/chicago-
votes-unlock-civics
 
 
 

CST to reach out to young 
voters in Chicago and 
ensure they have all the 
info they need to 
successfully cast a ballot. 
Register for the Zoom link 
here! (Psssst… every 
Tuesday is Bingo Tuesday 
so you have a chance to 
win $30 to The G.A.S. 
Station!)

 

 
 

Chicago Board of 
Elections Meetings
 

Every second and fourth 
Tuesday of the month, the 
Chicago Board of Elections 
hosts a public meeting. 
Throughout the entire 
summer, Chicago Votes has 
been tuning into the 
meetings, asking important 
questions, and getting the 
most up to date information 
on the elections. We would 
LOVE it if our amazing 
friends and volunteers 
would call in to ask 
questions or just listen!
 

Upcoming Meetings:

October 13th at 10am 
CST



 
 
 
Lookin’ Back At It: Highlights from 
September
 

In September, we hosted #UnlockCivics week–
a week dedicated to spreading awareness on 
the intersections of our democracy and the 
American legal system. Check out our 
Instagram to catch up on #UnlockCivics 
Week. 
 

This past month, we were also able to go back 
into the jail to register voters after many, many 
months. We are bringing in fewer volunteers, 
requiring our volunteers to be tested for 
COVID, wearing masks and gloves, and social 
distancing. 
 

October 27th at 10am 
CST

To attend, simply call 888-
886-7786 and, when asked, 
state the conference title: 
Chicago Board of Elections' 
Regular Board Meeting.
 

 
 
 
 
 
Monthly 
Recommendations:
 

Chicago Votes is so happy 
that we were able to 
contribute to Prison Policy 
Initiative’s PHENOMENAL 
report about barriers eligible 
voters in jail face to voting. 
Read the full report here!
 
 
 
 
 

Serving as an Election 
Judge
 

The application to serve as 
an election judge on 
November 3, 2020 is now 
up on the Chicago Board of 
Elections website! On 



 
 
 
 

Chicago Votes Staff Spotlight...
Meet Alex, our Organizing Manager!

Alex is an active 
organizer in 
voting rights 
and the criminal 
justice system. 
After Chicago 
Votes passed 
the Re-Entering 
Civic Education 
Act, Alex 
spearheaded the civics curriculum 
development for every person leaving Illinois 
prisons. In 2019, Alex brought community 
members together to form Cannabis Equity IL, 
a cannabis coalition ensuring community 
members are included with the implementation 
of the legalization of cannabis. You can catch 

Election Day, from 5am to 
7pm election judges are 
paid to set up, manage, and 
close their assigned polling 
location. Make $230 and 
allow voters access to in-
person voting! Apply here!

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editor: Katrina Phidd



Alex at just about any community organizing 
event across the city, helping everyone from 
establishing mental health clinics to book clubs 
in jail.
 
“The best advice I was ever given is: ‘The job 
you’ll have in the future likely doesn’t exist yet.’ 
It is up to young Chicagoans to pave our own 
paths and divert from the capitalist norms that 
we have been taught in society and through 
school. We are envisioning and creating a new 
world together” - Alex Boutros
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