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Happy Election 
Day, Chicago! 
Our 
DemocracyCorps 
fellows have 
been calling and 
texting voters 
since July to make plans to vote––and they 
haven’t stopped! Our fellows are reaching out 
to voters all day today to urge last minute 
voters to go hop in line at their neighborhood 
polling location or drop off their ballot at the 
nearest ballot drop box! 
 
Do you still need to vote? Click here to find 
your polling location!
 
Wondering what to do once you’ve cast your 
ballot? It may be Election Day, but our work 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Make a Stop at The 
G.A.S. Station!
Your Go-To Spot for All 
Things Chicago Votes 
Merch.
 

Make a pit stop to the 
G.A.S. Station–we’ve got 
new items!
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events!
Thursday Night Sh*t 
Talks
 



building a more inclusive democracy, engaging 
young people in civic processes, and having a 
great time while we’re at it certainly does not 
end today! Read this month’s newsletter to see 
all the ways you can engage with civics and 
Chicago Votes this month. 
 
 
 
 
Elections News and To-Dos!
In the words of Caleb Dunson, our Inaugural 
Brian Sleet Fellow, “Our elected officials are 
tasked with representing our wishes in 
government, but they have no incentive to do 
so if we do not vote and affirm our position as 
members of their constituency.” Read more of 
Caleb’s thoughts on the importance of voting in 
his latest blog post “On Voting,” on our 
website!

Absentee Ballots Return Deadline is 
Tuesday, November 3rd. Your ballot must 
be postmarked and placed in the mail ON 
OR BEFORE Election Day!

 
 
What’s the Word? Program Updates
Court Watching Continues
 
Our Court Watching program is a means of 
judicial accountability. Volunteers virtually 
observe court proceedings, taking notes, 
gaining a better understanding of the workings 
of our court system, and identifying bias. 
Interested? We will be hosting another Court 
Watching 101 Training for those interested in 
being a part of the program! Fill out this form 
and we will reach out to you with the date and 
time. 
 
 

We are wrapping up 
season one of Sh*t Talks 
this month! Catch the final 
conversations on our 
Instagram Live!
 

Tune in Thursday at 
8:30pm CST on Instagram 
@chicagovotes
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Volunteer 
Opportunities!
 

You voted, now what? 
Join us today as we 
reach out to last minute 
voters and urge them to 
hop in line at their local 
polling location or drop 
their ballot off at the 
drop box! 
 

There are three shifts for 
virtual voter outreach 
(phone banking, text 
banking, and tweet 
banking), from 11am-1pm, 
1pm-3pm, and 3pm-5pm. 
Sign up here!
 
 

 
 
 
 
Monthly 
Recommendations:
 

One in ten eligible voters 
is a naturalized citizen. In 



 
 

 
Give A Sh*t with Chicago Votes!
 
Our final Give A Sh*t Happy Hour of the year 
premiered on Friday, October 30th! Available 
on YouTube, it includes an exclusive concert 
featuring local artists 99TheProducer, S.O.S., J 
Bambii, June, Darius Parker, Vee Armstrong, 
and Jaluszn. View the #GiveAShit Happy 
Hour here!
 

Chinatown, where many 
Chinese immigrants in 
Chicago live, voter turnout 
is lower than the city 
average. Check out City 
Bureau’s piece 
“Mobilizing Chinatown 
Voters Amid the 
Pandemic: An Interview 
with Grace Chan 
McKibben” to learn about 
challenges for voter 
participation in the 
Chinatown area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chicago Votes in the 
News!
Need a roundup of some 
of our article mentions and 
stories? We’ve got you. 
 

ABC 7 -  “Chicago 
Board of Elections 
surpasses 500K 
Vote by Mail ballot 
applications, 
quadrupling the 
city's all-time 
record”
Boston News - 
“Illinois inmates 
cast their votes in 
2020 election”
The Marshall Project 
- “Unlocking The 
Vote In Jails” 
WTTW - “Voting at 
Cook County Jail 
Sees 40% Turnout 



 
 
 
 
#UnlockCivics
Elections in Cook County Jail!
 
This year will be memorable for many 
reasons… But, at Chicago Votes, we will 
always remember this year as the year Cook 
County Jail became the first jail in the country 
to serve as an official polling location for both 
the Primary AND General Elections! In March, 
1,850 people detained in the jail voted for a 
voter turnout rate of 32.9 percent. Already this 
fall, over 40 percent of the jail population has 
voted! After today, we will know the final count!
 
With the passage of Senate Bill 2090 in 2019, 
Illinois’ democracy became more inclusive. 
Now, in 2020 and onto the next year, we are 
pushing for even more with our Unlock Civics 
Legislative Platform. 
 
Legislative Updates
 

for General 
Election”
BBC - “US election 
2020: The 750,000 
people you didn’t 
know could vote”

 
 
 
 
 
Lookin’ Back At It: 
Highlights from 
October
 

Cook County Jail served 
as an official polling 
location for four days in 
October, allowing voters in 
the jail access to voting 
and Same-Day voter 
registration. Over the 
course of these four days, 
2,174 people voted–a 
voter turnout rate of 40.25 
percent!
 

 

Stevie Valles and Jen 
Dean at the press 
conference outside Cook 
County Jail on October 
17th
 



We are preparing to push our Unlock Civics 
Legislative Platform in 2021, but until then, we 
are spreading awareness on our five bills! You 
can help us out by  signing your organization 
on in support of the platform, signing our 
#UnlockCivics petition, and sharing the 
petition on your social media! 
 
Sample Tweet to Share the Petition:
Last year SB2090 passed, providing access to 
the ballot to people in jail. Now, we are pushing 
#HB4377 forward, which would restore the 
right to vote to people in prison. Let's 
enfranchise thousands more! 
https://sign.moveon.org/petitions/chicago-
votes-unlock-civics
 
 

 
 
 

 

Chicago Votes Staff Spotlight...
Meet Katrina, our Communications 
Associate!

 

Kiah Sandler, 
DemocracyCorps fellow, 
serving as a poll watcher 
with The Chicago Lawyers 
Committee for Civil Rights 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editor: Katrina Phidd



Katrina has 
been organizing 
around issues 
of educational 
inequity and 
mass 
incarceration for 
several years. 
As a high 
schooler, 
Katrina founded Curriculum on Race Education 
(CORE), a student group that advocates for 
inclusive curriculums and equitable school 
policies. At DePaul University, she served as 
Co-President of Students Against 
Incarceration, a student organization at DePaul 
that fosters an environment for students 
interested in fighting against issues in the 
American legal system. In this role, she led a 
#banthebox campaign to remove barriers to 
higher education for formerly incarcerated 
individuals. Now, at Chicago Votes, Katrina 
runs our social media and public education 
efforts, ensuring civic engagement is 
accessible to young Chicagoans! 
 
And, Katrina wants to get one thing straight; 
young people are not apathetic. “Young people 
are challenging what it means to engage in 
politics every single day. We are showing up 
how we want to show up. We are paying 
attention and we are organizing.”
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