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New Year, Same Mission. 

Last year, inequalities 
in this country, the 
fragility of our 
democracy, and the 
impact of legislation on 
our daily lives, were among the many things 
put on full display. 2020 only further cemented 
what we already knew–there is so much work 
to be done to build an inclusive democracy and 
equitable Chicago.
 
This year, Chicago Votes is continuing on our 
mission to develop civic engagement among 
young Chicagoans, break down barriers people 
impacted by the legal system face in engaging 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Monthly Recommendations:
 
Legislative update from Injustice Watch
As many as 9 out of 10 people incarcerated 
pretrial are in jail because they can’t afford to 
pay bail. However, with the passage of House 
Bill 3653, which includes a provision on cash 
bail, Illinois is one step closer to eliminating 
wealth-based incarceration. To read more 
about this provision, check out Injustice 
Watch’s piece “Illinois lawmakers move to 
end cash bail.”
 

 
Southside Cleanup



with our democracy, uplift the importance of 
creatives in creating social change, and have a 
great time while we’re at it! (Spoiler alert: we 
even have a new staff member!)
 
What’s the Word? Program Updates
#UnlockCivics
 
Last week, the Illinois General Assembly 
reconvened for a “lame duck” session, passing 
a number of significant pieces of legislation. 
Among them was the Illinois Legislative Black 
Caucus criminal justice omnibus bill, ending 
cash bail and prison gerrymandering, and 
much more. We are ecstatic about these much-
needed reforms and so honored to be in 
community with CHANGE Illinois and the 
Chicago Community Bond Fund–two 
organizations who did incredible organizing 
around these issues. 
 
The passage of this legislation has set the 
stage for more monumental changes to Illinois’ 
legal system and democratic structures. 
Building off of this momentum, we will be 
ramping up our advocacy efforts for our 
#UnlockCivics legislation! If you are interested 
in participating in our weekly phone banking, 
text banking, and tweet banking, fill out this 
interest form and we will send you all the 
volunteer opportunities. 
 

2020 DemocracyCorps fellow and Give A Sh*t 
Creative Collective member, Kierra Wooden, 
founded Southside Cleanup in response to the 
unrest over the summer and has been 
impacting the community ever since. From 
mutual aid to organized cleanups, learn more 
about Southside Cleanup’s work in WTTW.
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Job Opportunities & Community 
Resources
Economic Security for Illinois is hiring!
 

Economic Security for Illinois is excited to be 
growing their team! They’re looking for an 
Organizer & Operations Associate. This is 
an entry-level position to help them recruit & 
promote community voices through digital 
organizing, and to assist with some of the 
work it takes to run coalitions. 
 

They are giving preference to people with 
lived experience of poverty and those who can 
speak Spanish (preferred, but not required). 
 

Link to job description 
http://bit.ly/ESILJOB 
 

Please send all applications to 
info@economicsecurityil.org.
 



 
 

Sample Tweet to Share the Petition:
The average pay for a person detained and 
working in an IL Prison is $0.09 to $2.12 per 
day. These are slave wages.
 
We can end prison slave labor in Illinois in 
2021. Sign the petition to support #SB2929, 
End Prison Slave Labor. 
https://sign.moveon.org/petitions/chicago-
votes-unlock-civics
 

 
Court Watching training is coming up!
In the short time that it has been running, our 
Court Watching program has grown with over 
120 volunteers. The more volunteers we have, 
the more data we can collect! Volunteers 
virtually observe court proceedings, taking 
notes, gaining a better understanding of the 
workings of our court system, and identifying 
bias. 

 

Those interested in joining our group of 
dedicated volunteers can attend our Court 
Watching training to learn more about the 
program! On Saturday, January 30th at 1pm 
CT, we will be hosting a virtual training on 
Zoom. To attend, fill out this form. If you are 
interested in the program, but cannot attend 
this training, don’t worry! We are always 
accepting new volunteers and will have Court 
Watching trainings each month throughout 
2021. 
 
 

 
 
 

Chicago Lawyers’ Committee for Civil 
Rights is hiring!
Chicago Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights is 
looking for a Chief Development Officer and a 
Program Counsel for Voting Rights. 

Interested in the Chief Development Officer 
position? To Apply: Please email a cover letter 
and resume to: Elesha Jackson, Director of 
Administration, at ejackson@clccrul.org. 
Candidates are encouraged to apply by February 
1st. 

Interested in the Program Counsel for Voting 
Rights position? To Apply:  Please email a cover 
letter, resume, writing sample, and 3 references to: 
Elesha Jackson, Director of Administration, 
ejackson@clccrul.org. Applications will be 
accepted until the position is filled. 
 

 
 

Free Mental Health Services
 

The Living Room at Fullerton: Trained peer 
recovery support specialists available to help 
Monday-Friday, 1-9 p.m., in English and 
Spanish. Services are free of charge. 
More info here: 
https://www.hascares.org/program/the-living-
room-fullerton/
 
Community Support Team: Offers support 
from a multidisciplinary team, including a peer 
support specialist and clinicians with expertise 
in substance use, medication management, 
mental health recovery, housing, and 
employment support. Services are completely 



 
 

 

The Chicago Votes Staff Just Got A 
Little Bit Bigger…
Meet Kiah, our new Development 
Associate! 
 

Kiah Michelle 
Sandler is a New 
Jersey native and 
graduate of DePaul 
University in 
Chicago, IL with a 
degree in 
Community 
Psychology and 
African & Black Diaspora Studies. While in 
school she was an active social justice leader 
having co-founded a nonpartisan social justice 
organization, serving as President for a Black 
femme empowerment group, and chartering 
the Upsilon Upsilon Chapter of Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority Inc. on her campus. After 
graduating she was recruited by Teach For 
America and served as a 9th and 10th grade 
special education teacher on Chicago's west 
side in the North lawndale community. Just 
after, she participated in the Chicago Votes’ 
2020 Democracy Corps program. Now, Kiah 

free and individualized to the needs and 
abilities of every participant. 
More info here: 
https://www.hascares.org/program/community-
support-team-cst/
 
Recovery Support Services: Madden Facility: 
The recovery support system helps individuals 
to identify and build support relationships that 
provide a strong foundation of recovery and 
healing. Individuals learn to move from sole 
reliance or temporary supportive relationships 
with health care professionals to permanent 
natural supportive relationships in the 
community. 

More info here: 
https://www.hascares.org/program/recovery-
support-services-madden/

 
 
 

Editor: Katrina Phidd



will be serving as Chicago Votes’ first 
Development Associate and will be focusing on 
fundraising for existing and new projects. She 
is looking forward to incorporating innovative 
ways for young people to be a part of funding 
the movement.
 
“Chicago Votes is one of the few organizations 
I found as a student volunteer that focused on 
fighting injustice through both policy and 
education. They’ve invested so much into me 
as an activist, I couldn’t be more excited to be 
joining the team and a part of expanding this 
work.” - Kiah Sandler 
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