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First and foremost, 
Happy Black History 
Month! Black History 
Month creates an 
opportunity for us to 
reflect on the legacy 
our ancestors have left 
us and the ways 
previous struggles inform the present. 
 
This month also marks the start of the legislative 
session which means we will be ramping up our 
Unlock Civics legislative advocacy, base 
building, and public education efforts! That 
means we will have volunteer opportunity after 
volunteer opportunity for you! All in all, it is 
shaping up to be a busy month full of learning, 
community building, and getting sh*t done. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Monthly Recommendations
 
This month, the Chicago Votes team is 
soaking up with wisdom and insights of 
Angela Davis as we read Are Prisons 
Obsolete? We invite you to join us in reading 
about the struggle for prison abolition. 
 
 

 
 

Some more staff 
recommendations… 
 



 
 
 
 
Our Year in Review!
Your one-stop-shop for everything 
Chicago Votes did in 2020 is here: The 
2020 Annual Report!
 
Because 2020 seemed to feature major 
historical event after major historical event, 
keeping up with everything Chicago Votes did on 
top of everything going on in our own lives could 
be a bit overwhelming. Our Chicago Votes 2020 
Annual Report includes overviews of our Give A 
Sh*t, Unlock Civics, Parade to the Polls, and 
leadership development programming, and 
more. Read the full report here!
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Updates on All Things Unlock Civics!
 
This past month our team was working hard to 
meet with the chief sponsors of our Unlock 
Civics policy platform, updating bill language, 
and ensuring all five of our bills are ready for the 
2021 legislative session. We even held an 
impromptu “Voting in Prison” conversation on 
Clubhouse! 
 

Women, Race & Class by Angela Davis
If They Come in the Morning… Voices of 
Resistance edited by Angela Davis
The Wretched of the Earth by Frantz 
Fanon
Black Skin, White Masks by Frantz 
Fanon
The Souls of Black Folk by W.E.B. Du 
Bois
Go Tell It on the Mountain by James 
Baldwin
The Fire Next Time by James Baldwin
A Human Being Died That Night by 
Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela
Parting the Waters: America in the King 
Years 1954-63 by Taylor Branch
Pillar of Fire: America in the King Years 
1963-65 by Taylor Branch
Long Walk to Freedom by Nelson 
Mandela
All About Love by Bell Hooks
Black Profiles in Courage by Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar and Alan Steinberg
We Were Eight Years in Power by Ta-
Nehisi Coates
How We Get Free, Black Feminism and 
the Combahee River Collective by 
Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor
Black. Queer. Southern. Woman. by E. 
Patrick Johnson
Not Straight, Not White: Black Gay Men 
from the March on Washington to the 
AIDS Crisis by Kevin Mumford

 
 
 
 
 
 

Job Opportunities & Community 
Resources
Economic Security for Illinois is 
hiring!
 

Economic Security for Illinois is excited to be 
growing their team! They’re looking for an 
Organizer & Operations Associate. This is 
an entry-level position to help them recruit & 



 
While we have included Unlock Civics advocacy 
volunteer opportunities below, you can help us 
out by simply sending out a tweet or two! Here is 
a sample tweet to help us garner petition 
signatures: 

 
Will you support the Jury Qualification Act? It 
ensures no person who is qualified and able to 
serve as a juror may be excluded from jury 
service on the basis of previous criminal record.

 
Sign the #UnlockCivics petition to show your 
support! 
https://sign.moveon.org/petitions/chicago-votes-
unlock-civics
 
 
 
 
Volunteer Opportunities
Tuesday Unlock Civics Advocacy 
Evenings 
 
The 2021 legislative session is kicking off soon 
and we need your help to pass our Unlock Civics 
policy platform! If you #GiveAShit about making 
our democracy more inclusive, come hangout 
with us Tuesdays from 5-7pm CT! Activities will 

promote community voices through digital 
organizing, and to assist with some of the 
work it takes to run coalitions. 
 

They are giving preference to people with 
lived experience of poverty and those who can 
speak Spanish (preferred, but not required). 
 

Link to job description 
http://bit.ly/ESILJOB 
 

Please send all applications to 
info@economicsecurityil.org.

 

 
 
 

Grassroots Collaborative is a Senior 
Organizer!
 

Grassroots Collaborative is looking for an 
experienced community, labor or coalition 
organizer to help develop campaign strategy, 
coordinate campaign activity among our 
member organizations and several coalitions 
and more. The Senior Organizer position is a 
full time opportunity. Read more about the 
position and apply here. 

 



include, phone banking, text banking, and 
tweeting. RSVP for the Zoom link!
 

 
 

Court Watching
 

This past weekend we hosted our first Court 
Watching 101 training of 2021, adding tons of 
new volunteers to the program! If you missed the 
Court Watching 101 training, but would still like 
to participate in the program, fill out this form. 
We will be hosting another training soon!
 

 

 
 

Free Mental Health Services
 

The Living Room at Fullerton: Trained peer 
recovery support specialists available to help 
Monday-Friday, 1-9 p.m., in English and 
Spanish. Services are free of charge. 
More info here: 
https://www.hascares.org/program/the-living-
room-fullerton/
 
Community Support Team: Offers support 
from a multidisciplinary team, including a peer 
support specialist and clinicians with expertise 
in substance use, medication management, 
mental health recovery, housing, and 
employment support. Services are completely 
free and individualized to the needs and 
abilities of every participant. 
More info here: 
https://www.hascares.org/program/community-
support-team-cst/
 
Recovery Support Services: Madden Facility: 
The recovery support system helps individuals 
to identify and build support relationships that 
provide a strong foundation of recovery and 
healing. Individuals learn to move from sole 
reliance or temporary supportive relationships 
with health care professionals to permanent 
natural supportive relationships in the 
community. 

More info here: 
https://www.hascares.org/program/recovery-
support-services-madden/

 



Chicago Votes Staff Spotlight…
Meet Stevie, our Executive Director! 
 
 

Since Stevie became 
the Executive Director 
(ED) of Chicago 
Votes in 2017, the 
organization has 
started two new 
programs and has 
expanded its base to 
include young 
Chicagoans in juvenile detention centers, jails, 
prisons, high schools, colleges, and in Chicago’s 
creative community. Stevie seeks to empower 
people through participation in the democratic 
process. He believes that society is in need of 
revolutionary change in order to end oppression 
in all its forms, and that this kind of change can 
be accomplished through organized efforts 
rooted in education, voting, advocacy, and 
accountability. Stevie hopes to impact society by 
empowering young Chicagoans to represent the 
interests of communities that are most 
oppressed. He believes that holistic participation 
in the democratic process is a means by which 
society can be changed.
 
“Chicago Votes is making political involvement 
something fun, accepting, and meaningful. We 
are doing authentic organizing and empowering 
young people to name the change they wish to 
see, while simultaneously providing them with 
the support they need to be that change. This is 
real work that changes real systems in real ways 
and it’s my primary source of joy.” - Stevie Valles
 

Have resources and opportunities you want 
included in next month’s newsletter? 
Complete this form!

 
 
 

Editor: Katrina Phidd

  

{{OrganizationAddress}}



{{Disclaimer}}

{{UnsubscribeLink}}

 


