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The snow is 
melting and we 
are looking 
forward to spring 
and everything 
that comes 
along with it–
reflection, 
looking towards the future, and ramped up 
legislative advocacy! 
 
Also giving us excitement and marking 
our transition from winter to spring and 
new beginnings is the signing of House 
Bill 3653 (HB3653), the criminal justice 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Monthly Recommendations
 

While we celebrate the decision to 
prioritize people in prison and jail for the 
COVID-19 vaccine, there is still much 
work to be done to protect people 
experiencing incarceration. Check out 
the End IL Prison Lockdown Coalition’s 
piece in The TRiiBE, “COVID-19 is being 
weaponized in Illinois prisons,” to learn 
about the prison lockdowns that have 
failed to prevent the spread of the virus. 



omnibus bill. On February 22nd, Governor 
JB Pritzker signed HB3653 into law, 
ending prison gerrymandering, abolishing 
cash bail, and much more. This is a huge 
step forward to dismantling racist, 
oppressive systems and would not have 
been possible without the years of 
organizing done in Chicago and 
throughout Illinois. We are so proud to be 
in community with organizations who 
fought for these wins, CHANGE Illinois 
and the Coalition to End Money Bond 
among them. 
 
 
 
Updates on All Things Unlock 
Civics!
 
Our new bill numbers for our 2021 Unlock 
Civics Policy Platform have rolled in! 
We’ve got Senate Bill 0649 (End Prison 
Slave Labor), House Bill 1872 (Voting in 
Prison), Senate Bill 563 (Judicial Quality), 
Senate Bill 23333 (Earned Discretionary 
Reentry), and Senate Bill 2439 (Jury 
Qualifications. To check out our bills, the 
updated language, and see where they 
are in the legislative process, go to 
ilga.gov. 
 
Sample tweet 
Given the impact of COVID-19 on 
individuals experiencing incarceration, the 
need to restore the right to vote to people 
in prison and ensure people impacted by 
the legal system have access to all their 
civic rights & responsibilities is even more 
urgent. 
https://sign.moveon.org/petitions/chicago-
votes-unlock-civics 
 
 

“In Illinois, about 4,300 people are 
serving life or virtual life sentences, 67% 
of lifers are Black, 11% are Latinx, and 
21% are white,” reveals Injustice 
Watch’s latest piece “Over 200,000 
people are serving life in U.S. prisons. 
These are the consequences.” To gain 
an understanding of the increase in life 
sentences in the United States, check 
out the full piece. 
Learn why jury trials are disappearing in 
the U.S. and how we can reverse this 
trend from Injustice Watch’s Emanuella 
Evans in “Jury trials are disappearing. 
Here’s why.”

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Board: Resources, 
News, and Opportunities Around the 
City 
Africa Covid Rescue Donation 
Request
 

“Over the next few months, every American is 
going to have the opportunity to get 
vaccinated for Covid-19. That is exciting news 
and will bring an end to this nightmare in the 
US, but much of the rest of the world will not 
be so lucky. Many in lesser developed 



 
 
 
Volunteer Opportunities
Tuesday Unlock Civics Advocacy 
Evenings 
 
If you are passionate about our policy and 
want to tell your friends, family, & 
legislators how you feel, join us for 
Tuesday Unlock Civics Advocacy 
Evenings from 5-7pm CT. Each Tuesday 
we send out tweets, calls, texts, and 
emails to raise awareness about our 2021 
Unlock Civics policy platform. Help us end 
prison slave labor, restore voting rights to 
people in prison, ensure our juries are 
diverse, bring back a parole system, and 
educate our judges!
RSVP for the Zoom link!
 

 
 

Court Watching
 

Each month, we host a Court Watching 
101 training, providing our Court Watching 
volunteers with all the tools they need to 
observe virtual court proceedings and 
collect data. We will be hosting another 

countries, the vast majority of the world’s 
population will not see vaccinations and 
economic relief for years, if at all. As the 
United States and the rest of the developed 
world slowly move to the new normal, 
attention has to refocus on those parts of the 
globe that will otherwise be left behind.”
 

Go to africacovidrescue.com to learn more. 
 

 
 

Free Mental Health Services
 

The Living Room at Fullerton: Trained peer 
recovery support specialists available to help 
Monday-Friday, 1-9 p.m., in English and 
Spanish. Services are free of charge. 
More info here: 
https://www.hascares.org/program/the-living-
room-fullerton/
 
Community Support Team: Offers support 
from a multidisciplinary team, including a peer 
support specialist and clinicians with expertise 
in substance use, medication management, 
mental health recovery, housing, and 
employment support. Services are completely 
free and individualized to the needs and 
abilities of every participant. 
More info here: 
https://www.hascares.org/program/community-
support-team-cst/
 



training at the end of March, however, if 
you would like to begin court watching 
earlier, one-on-one personal training with 
volunteers is also an option! Sign up for 
the March training or a one-on-one 
training here!
 

 
 

Monthly Donor Mondays

The 4th Monday of each month from 6-8 
PM, we will be hosting Monthly Donor 
Mondays, a space to increase our 
grassroots fundraising and tell people 
about all the things we are doing at 
Chicago Votes. The next one will be 
March 22nd! RSVP for the Zoom link 
here!
 

Recovery Support Services: Madden 
Facility: The recovery support system helps 
individuals to identify and build support 
relationships that provide a strong foundation 
of recovery and healing. Individuals learn to 
move from sole reliance or temporary 
supportive relationships with health care 
professionals to permanent natural supportive 
relationships in the community. 

More info here: 
https://www.hascares.org/program/recovery-
support-services-madden/

 
Have resources and opportunities you want 
included in next month’s newsletter? 
Complete this form!
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The G.A.S. Station
We’ve Got New Items for You!
 

Stop by the G.A.S. Station to check out 
our new items, including a duffle bag, new 
hoodies, and a bomber jacket!  Shop the 
looks!
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