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Backstory

Chicago Votes was founded with a simple mission: break down

barriers young people face to civic participation. Among

the many barriers young people face is contact with the

legal system.

Once incarcerated, people face additional hurdles to

civic engagement- namely, felony disenfranchisement. 
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In 2019, Chicago Votes helped to pass Voting in Jails,

ensuring access to the ballot in jails, and Civics in

Prison, requiring peer-taught civics classes in Illinois

prisons. 

Now, we are working to restore voting rights to people in

Illinois prisons with the passage of House Bill 39. 

Young people are overrepresented in jails and prisons

throughout the United States.



What is felony
disenfranchisement?

Felony disenfranchisement is the prohibiti
on or

suspension of voting rights for individual
s with

felony convictions.

for example:In Illinois, people in prison are
denied the right to vote.
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In a number of states people with
felony convictions cannot vote, even

after serving their sentence. 

Forty-eight states in the U.S. have felony

disenfranchisement laws. Maine, Vermont, W
ashington

D.C., and Puerto Rico allow people in pris
on to

vote.



If passed, House Bill 39 (HB 39)

would restore voting rights to people

post-conviction in prison. It would

provide the roughly 30,000 people in

Illinois prisons access to theballot.
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what is bill HouseBill 39?

3

When people in prison
 cannot vote,

influence policy, or 
hold elected

officials accountable
, things like

inhumane prison condi
tions,

problematic judges, a
nd “tough-on-

crime” policies persi
st more easily.



7.96% 

15.51%

18.79%

4

age
% of state

prison
population

18-24

25-29

30-35

Individuals ranging between
the ages of 18-35 make up the

largest demographic of
incarcerated citizens.

18 - 35 year olds represent 43% of the
Illinois prison population. 



the impacts of Felony

disenfranchisement on

Illinois' children

Nationally, 2.7 MILLION children have a parent
serving time in prison or jail on any given

day.
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In Illinois, approximately 100,000 children are
currently denied an advocate at the ballot box

due to their parent’s incarceration.

80% of women in
Illinois prisons
are mothers. 

"[Denying voting rights to people in prisons] means

there’s no one to vote on services vital to the success

of these children including educational curriculum,

school rules, where parks and playgrounds are located,

bus routes, if any, and whether they will have access to

stable housing, along with, clean water and clean air."

-Avalon Betts-Gaston, formerly incarcerated mother and project
manager at the Illinois Alliance for Justice & Reentry



"The disenfranchisement of incarcerated people

is one of the biggest obstacles to criminal

justice reform that our country faces. When an
individual is behind bars, they are effectively

voiceless. They do not have the ability to
change the system that has harmed them. But by
giving people behind the wall an opportunity to

cast their ballot, we can give them their voice

back. We can give them a say in the system that

has led to their own imprisonment."

impacts of felony
disenfranchisement
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Jeremiah Mung

More Than Our Crimes



From Community

members in Illinois

prisons
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Theophil Encalado, incarcerated in Stateville C.C.

Marcos Ramirez, formerly incarcerated in Stateville C.C.



Scott Parker, incarcerated in Stateville C.C.

David Wales, incarcerated in Stateville C.C.

Dimitrous Thomas, incarcerated in Stateville C.C.
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”We know that the offices on the ballot

directly impact people who are incarcerated

from the moment they are booked to the moment

they are done serving their sentence, and

afterwards. The offices on the ballot impact

the standard of living in prison, healthcare

accessibility, the availability of reentry

services, and the ability to have access to

menstrual products and clean and safe drinking

water. Senate Bill 828 can’t wait.”

-Frederique Desrosiers, Chicago

Votes Policy Manager


